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Welcome to our Autumn Term Curriculum Newsletter. The departments that teach your
daughter have contributed to the newsletter to give you information about what you can
expect her to be studying this term at St Bernard’s High School.
RE
Students have begun to think about what gives meaning to our lives and reflect on our search
for God. Students will study some examples of Religious Experience and how it brings us closer
to God. After half term, students will examine the Gospels and reflect on what they reveal
about God.
English
GCSE English Language Paper 1 Transition Unit: Creative Writing
Students will be introduced to the components of the short story, analysing how writers
structure their narratives and create setting, atmosphere and character in order to use these
skills in their own imaginative writing.
GCSE English Language Paper 2 Transition Unit: Journeys
Students explore a range of travel writing in order to practise the skills of comprehension,
synthesis, analysing structure, comparing texts as well as writing for different audiences and
purposes.
Maths
In Year 9, students start their GSCE studies and will study a wide range of topics within the
six areas of the GSCE Mathematics specification: Number, Algebra, Ratio, proportion and rates
of change, Geometry and measures, Probability and Statistics. Problem solving is also an
important aspect of their learning.
The topics studied by sets 1 and 2 include: number properties, rounding and estimation,
calculations with decimals, fractions, percentages, ratio and proportion, compound measures,
statistical diagrams and averages, sequences and angles.
The topics studied by set 3 include: multiples, factors, prime numbers, highest common factors
and lowest common multiples, measures and scale drawings, charts, tables and averages,
angles and approximations.
The topics studied by set 4 include: place value, order of operations, types of numbers, time
and timetables, measures and scale drawings, charts, tables and averages, angles,
approximations and solving problems with money. In addition, students in set 4 will be using
the “Numeracy Ninjas” booklets as starter activities in lessons to help them develop their
numeracy skills which are required in all areas of mathematics as well as in other subjects.
All students have login details for MyMaths and will continue to be set homework on this
website in addition to their written homework.
Students are tested during October of this term. Their teacher will tell them the date of the
test and provide a revision list.
Science
Students study 2 units in the Autumn Term: “Electromagnetism” and “You and Your Genes”.
These are based on part the unit “Electric Circuits” and the full unit “You and Your Genes” in
the GCSE specification for OCR GCSE Combined Science B and the related specifications for
separate Physics and Biology.

Homework: Students are expected to complete a daily homework task for approximately
15min using the Tassomai application. Other tasks will be set as required to support
learning for a lesson.
Assessment: Each unit lasts approximately 5 weeks and students will take a written test on
each unit set in the final week of the unit.
Resources: Your daughter can find copies of worksheets and presentations used in class on
the Sciences site of the VLE (https://stbernardshighschool.sharepoint.com/sites/subjects/Sc/)
and/or in her online class notebook, which she can find via her class team on the VLE. All resources
are organised by unit title.
Revision guides for GCSE Combined Science (OCR B) and those for the related optional
separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE courses can be obtained from the school
shop.
MFL – French
Unit 1: Talking about social media, giving opinions about someone, arranging to go out,
describing a date, and describing a music event.
Transcriptions, and translations from and into English.
Grammar: present tense, direct object pronouns, the near future, the perfect tense, and using
three tenses.
Unit 2: Parts of the body and pains, talking about sport, healthy eating, making plans to get
fit, and describing levels of fitness.
Transcriptions, and translations from and into English.
Grammar: blending of preposition and definite articles, “one must”, future tense, and three
tenses together.
Assessment: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.
MFL – Italian
Unit 1: Introductions, family, personal pronouns, countries, nationalities and languages,
describing people.
Grammar: Nouns, the indefinite article, adjectives, the verb “essere”, personal pronouns,
present tense of the verb “avere”.
Unit 2: Free time, hobbies, sports, activities: what you do, when, where and with whom,
keeping fit.
Grammar: negative sentences, the definite article, articulated prepositions, presente tense,
“mi piace/mi piacciono”.
Assessment: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.
MFL – Spanish
Unit 1: What I am like: This covers talking about the things you like, talking about your week,
talking about films, birthdays and life as a celebrity.
Transcription and translations from and into English
Grammar: using regular and irregular verbs in the present tense, using the near future tense,
using the past tense and using three tenses together.
Unit 2: Jobs: this covers what you have to do at work, saying what job you would like to do,
talking about your future, describing your job and coping with authentic tests.
Transcription and translations from and into English.
Grammar: using irregular verbs, using the correct adjective agreement, more practice with
the near future tense and using three tenses together.

Assessment: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.
Art
Year 9 will be investigating Surrealism. This will include a research project at the start of the
term to develop their independence in exploring different aspects of Surrealism. This will help
to lead to individual and unique designs inspired by artists’ work. They will explore form and
texture in both 2D and 3D media.
Drama
Over this term, Year 9 students will be exploring a variety of dramatic skills and techniques
including, mime, physical theatre, hot-seating and thought-tracking. The unit will conclude
with a scripted assessment where students will demonstrate their understanding of the
techniques learnt through applying them to the text.
Food & Nutrition
Students consider the factors that affect our food choice with particular emphasis on seasonal
foods and foods grown in the UK. They consolidate their understanding of nutrition and healthy
eating principles and learn how to plan meals using a time plan. They make a pear or apple
cake and a main meal. They consider foods traditionally served at Christmas celebrations in
the UK with the focus on the food group ‘meat’ & alternatives. They evaluate the use of readymade pastry when they make a batch of sausage rolls.
Geography
Yr. 9 Geography students will begin the year with a focus on Development issues. They will
also gain an understanding of how development is measured between countries. Students will
be assessed on their understanding and knowledge gained before the October half term break.
Graphic Communication
This year students are required to research, plan and complete their practical projects with
increasing levels of independence. The Year 9 Scheme of Work has been designed to introduce
students to Graphic Design/Communication and to prepare and equip them with the
appropriate knowledge when asked to select their chosen Design & Technology subject for
KS4.
The content refers to the current GCSE Graphic Communication course and serves to lay a
foundation for the more complex and challenging skills which are revisited in more detail
during Year 10.
A diverse range of skills and techniques will be learned, developed and applied using a range
of focussed tasks. Tasks will include, amongst others, an analysis of the psychological and
cultural implications of colour, typographical design, corporate identity, an understanding of
promotional initiatives and a range of technical drawing and rendering tasks.
History
Students will begin by looking at Civil Rights in the USA and Democracy in Great Britain. They
will be assessed using questions which are based on key skills needed for GCSE study. They
will then move on to studying the First World War.
Music
First Half Term:
20th CENTURY MUSIC

Skills update
Listening and appraising
Reich – Minimalism ‘Clapping Music’ and
‘Electric Counterpoint’
Composing and performing using motifs
Assessment of Listening work
Second Half Term:
20th CENTURY MUSIC
Composing a group Minimalist keyboard piece using motifs and Minimalist techniques
Evaluating compositions and performances
Assessment of Composition
PE
The focus of the Year 9 Physical Education curriculum is ‘Building aspirations and developing
resilience’. During lessons, students will participate in a number of sports to develop this. In
the Autumn term, students will take part in Netball, Badminton and Dance. In the Spring
Term, students will take part in Fitness, Basketball, Outdoor Adventurous Activities and
Athletics and finish with Tennis, Cricket and Rounders in the Summer Term. Alongside the
development of skills and tactics in each of the sports, emphasis will also be placed on
developing motivation, challenge and role models. The students continue to develop their
understanding of how to lead a fit and healthy lifestyle and reflect on their own and others’
performances which leads into the GCSE PE course if they chose to take this in Year 10. There
continues to be many opportunities for the students to take part in lunchtime and after-school
activities including leading and coaching students in the younger years
PSHE
In Year 9 we aim to raise awareness of the risks students may face when out with friends or
alone. Various issues are covered and a range of scenarios for students to consider and
review responses. The legal position on drugs is emphasised with a presentation by external
speakers and this leads into a wider consideration of addictions and the social and personal
consequences.
Sex & Relationships Education encourages students to consider the nature of loving sexual
relationships and focus on the emotional as well as the physical aspects so that they are
empowered to make considered decisions for themselves at a later point in their lives.
Emphasis will be given to Catholic teaching and seeing sexual activity as a gift from God and
that our bodies are 'temples of the Holy Spirit'.
There will also be a session on mental health and well-being.

Textiles Technology
Students will begin by selecting an art movement and creating a mood board; they will then
design aprons inspired by the chosen movement and improve the range of embroidery and
applique skills they already possess. This term will also focus on investigating the work of
artists during this time in order to broaden the depth of knowledge that students will require
if taking Textiles at GCSE.

If you have any concerns or queries regarding the curriculum at St Bernard’s High
School, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Bennett, Assistant Head Teacher.

